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The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse

Chair Ranking Member

Environment and Public Works Environment and Public Works Committee
Committee U.S. Senate

U.S. Senate Washington, DC 20510

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Sam Graves The Honorable Rick Larsen

Chair Ranking Member

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

March 5,2026

Dear Chair Moore Capito, Ranking Member Whitehouse, Chair Graves, and Ranking Member
Larsen:

BlueGreen Alliance (BGA) unifies labor unions and environmental organizations into a powerful
force to fight climate change, protect the health of people and the environment, stand against
economic and racial inequality, and create and maintain good-paying, union jobs in communities
across the country. As Congress moves forward on the Water Resources Development Act of
2026 and considers the reauthorization of programs within the Drinking Water and Wastewater
Infrastructure Act (DWWIA), we would like to highlight BGA priorities for programs that support
safe, clean, and affordable drinking water that create good jobs in the process.

BGA PRIORITIES FOR DWWIA REAUTHORIZATION

1. Reauthorization of the Clean and Drinking Water State Revolving Funds
(CWSRF/DWSREF): The most recent U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) survey
assessing drinking water infrastructure needs found that $625 billion was needed for pipe
replacement, treatment plant upgrades, storage tanks, and other key assets. We request
reauthorization of these programs with funding of at least $10 billion each per year. Any
earmarks should be separately authorized and funded and not taken from state revolving
funds.
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2. Reauthorization of the Lead Service Line Replacement funding: The final enacted
appropriations in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law were $15 billion over five years or $3
billion per year. Estimates of the cost of total lead service line replacement calculated in
2022 were approximately $60 billion though presumably that number has increased with
inflation. Additionally, many municipalities in accordance with EPA’s Lead Copper Rule
Improvements will be required to remove lead service lines in the next decade and will need
federal support to do so. Municipalities have lauded this program and the importance of
having funds specifically for lead service line replacement.

3. Reauthorization of the Innovative Water Workforce Program: In 2019, the EPA estimated
that one-third of the water sector workforce was eligible to retire in the next 10 years.
Additionally, the Lead and Copper Rule Improvements finalized by the EPA in late 2024 will
spur municipalities to replace their lead service lines by 2037, promising a steady stream of
work for the water workforce. The Innovative Water Workforce Program was authorized
under the American Water Infrastructure Act of 2018 but amended in the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law (Sec 50211) with $5 million for every year FY22-26. It provides grants
to municipalities to expand career opportunities in the drinking water and wastewater
utility sector and to elevate public awareness about jobs in the water workforce. The need
is ongoing, and the same amount should be reauthorized for FY27-31.

4. Establishing a Permanent Low-Income Household Water Affordability Program: DWWIA
authorized a pilot for a first ever program to help low-income households with water bills.
Congress appropriated $638 million in December 2020 and an additional $500 million in
the American Rescue Plan Act in March 2021 for low-income water assistance during the
COVID pandemic. This temporary funding ran out by the end of 2023. An EPA report
mandated by DWWIA found that between 12-19 million households throughout the U.S.
lack affordable access to water services and that the estimated need for assistance ranges
from $5.1 billion to $8.8 billion per year. This demonstrates an urgent need for a permanent
low-income water assistance program akin to the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP) program.

5. Require that corrosion prevention and mitigation activities be carried out through
programs accredited by industry-standard organizations or registered apprenticeship
programs: Section 1135 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2024 (Public Law
118-272) amended Section 1033(c) of the Water Resources Reform and Development Act
of 2014 (33 U.S.C. 2350(c)) to require that Army Corps corrosion prevention and mitigation
activities be carried out through programs accredited by industry-standard organizations
or registered apprenticeship programs. This should be extended to other water



infrastructure programs to reduce maintenance costs and ensure the longevity of public
investments.

6. Enforce the Build America, Buy America Act (BABA): BABA requirements must be
maintained and enforced to ensure taxpayer funded infrastructure projects grow domestic
manufacturing, build more stable supply chains, and support good-paying American jobs.

We urge bipartisan support for robust funding that will support clean, safe drinking water,
increase affordability, and create family-sustaining jobs across the country.
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